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Since 1919, the Millersview, Texas, community has hosted a Veterans Day 
program that draws hundreds of veterans, their families, and patriotic citizens from throughout Concho County.  
The program this year was hosted by Beth and Steve Grounds and community volunteers at the Millersview old 
school gymnasium. The Joint Services Color Guard from Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas, presented the colors to 
start the ceremony. The Patriotic Blue, also from Goodfellow Air Force Base, sang the National Anthem and a 
medley of all the service songs. Air Force Chaplain Bryan Fox led the assembly opening prayer.  Colonel Jeffrey 
Sorrell, Vice-commander of the 17th Training Wing, delivered a motivational Veterans Day presentation that 
offered tribute and praise to all veterans for their service, valor and sacrifice. After a Vietnam War tribute song and a 
poem by local poet, Joel “Scooter” McMinn, the EC-47 History Site Commemoration Partner Program committee 
chairman and committee members conducted a rousing “Welcome Home” ceremony for the attending Vietnam 
veterans and their families.  Six special guest community leaders presented commemorative lapel pins to 70 veterans.  
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These leaders were: Concho County Judge, David Dillard; former Millersview student and 
U.S. Army veteran, Perry Stevens; retired Colonel Charlie Powell, Vietnam War veteran and 
local banker; Mrs. Joanne Powell, senior staff for Congressman Mike Conaway; Lillian Dolle, 
the Editor, Eden Echo newspaper; and JJ Graham, retired Air Force Chief Master Sergeant and 
chairman of the Heritage Chapter, Freedom Through Vigilance Association.   Many of the 
veterans and presenters knew each other, so it was like a family reunion.  The gymnasium was 
packed to capacity, with others standing outside listening to the public-address system.  The 
commemoration ceremony ended with all veterans and their families standing and being 
recognized by shouts of "Welcome Home, Thank You, We Appreciate You", and heartfelt 
clapping and cheering. The event finished with the playing of Taps followed by the annual BBQ 
brisket lunch for all attendees. Organizers reported that more than 500 meals were served.  We 
presented a total of 70 commemorative lapel pins. Fortunately, The EC-47 History Site had a 
small number of pins available from several previous programs, and we used these to have 
enough. We have now exhausted our complete supply of commemoration materials and extra 
commemorative lapel pins.  Attached photographs by Faith in a Flash Photography, Carl 
Bradley, Event Photographer.

MILLERSVIEW, TEXAS. Millersview is at the junction of Farm roads 765 and 2134, near the West Fork of 
Mustang Creek and twelve miles southeast of Paint Rock in Concho County. It was named for Edward D. 
Miller, who, with Henry Barr, founded the settlement. The first school in the area was called the Mustang 
school and was on Mustang Creek seven miles northeast of Millersview. In 1907–08 the school in Millersview 
had ninety-two students and two teachers. A post office opened at the community in 1903 and was still open 
in the early 1990s. In 1908 promotional literature for the county credited Millersview with a windmill and a 
Woodmen of the World lodge. The population had reached 160 by 1914, when the town had three churches, 
three mercantile stores, a grocer, a gin, and a grain, hay, and feed enterprise. The number of residents was 
reported as 300 by 1931 but dropped to 100 by 1933; by 1939 it had risen again, to 250. In 1940 the 
school had eight teachers for elementary and high school grades. The population subsequently declined, in 
part because of the drought from 1950 to 1956. The high school was closed after the 1957–58 school year; 
four teachers taught the elementary classes in 1958–59. In 1963, with a reported population of 175, 
Millersview had five churches and four businesses, in addition to the school and the post office. By 1989 its 
school had been closed, and students attended classes in Eden. From 1970 to 2000 a population of seventy-
five was reported at Millersview. 

Handbook of Texas Online, Mary M. Standifer, "Millersview, TX," accessed November 22, 2016, 
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/hnm44.  

Uploaded on June 15, 2010. Published by the Texas State Historical Association. 
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Veterans Day Celebration & 50th Vietnam War Commemoration Ceremony 

Millersview, Texas 

November 11, 2016 

This was the 97th annual Veterans Day 

celebration that is held every year at the 

old school gymnasium in Millersview.  

Beth and Steve Grounds are the current 

organizers for this event. They are look-

ing forward to continued hosting through 

to the 100th anniversary program.   

Millersview community volunteers     

arrived early to set up the registration 

tables and BBQ serving and seating   

areas. Veterans and their families were 

met and welcomed. Vietnam War veter-

ans were asked to wear name tags so 

they could be individually recognized 

during the event.   

The Millersview Veterans Day program 

and the BBQ brisket lunch are famous 

throughout Concho County.  As many as 

800 meals have been served at previous 

events. It is a significant patriotic and 

family event that draws the entire Con-

cho County community together to honor 

military veterans and their families every 

year.  

All photographs by: Faith in a Flash 
Photography - Carl Bradley, Event 
Photographer (325 374-9747)



Above & right: Beth Grounds     

announces presentation of the colors 

by the Goodfellow AFB All Services 

Color Guard.  

Below: Patriotic Blue chorus sings a 

medley of service songs. 

Bottom & right: Veterans stand in 

tribute to their service song.   

Photos by: Faith in a Flash Photography



Above: Chaplain Fox offers the Invocation to begin the Millersview Vet-

erans Day program on November 11, 2016.  

Below: Colonel Sorrell delivers the keynote speech in a tribute to all 

the Concho County veterans, their families and community citizens.  

Photos by: Faith in a Flash Photography



Above: The EC-47 History Site Commemorative Partner Program (CPP) committee chairman, Tom Nurre, makes opening 

remarks for the Millersview Veterans Day 50th Vietnam War Commemoration program. He introduced guest presenters, left 

to right: Perry Stevens, Concho Valley Vietnam Veterans of America; Concho County Judge David Dillard; Joanne Powell, Re-

gional Director of Office of State Representative Conaway; Retired Air Force Colonel Charlie Powell; Editor of The Eden Echo 

Newspaper, Lillian Dolle; and retired Chief Master Sergeant and President of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association Her-

itage Chapter, JJ Graham.  The community representatives presented commemorative lapel pins to 70 veterans.  

Below: Veterans were called forward by years of service and recognized and welcomed home.  These photographs capture 

just a small part of the nearly overwhelming emotion felt by these veterans, their families, and their friends and neighbors. 

Photos by: Faith in a Flash Photography



Above left: Veterans and family members select pins, stickers, 

and flags from the commemoration materials display.  

Above: The CPP chairman, Tom Nurre, presents an EC-47 History 

Site challenge coin to each community representative as a token 

of thanks for presenting the commemorative lapel pins.  

Below: All veterans stand and receive a resounding “Welcome 

Home - Thank You - We Appreciate You” from the attendees.  

Photos by: Faith in a Flash Photography



Upper left: The Millersview Annual Veterans Day 

BBQ serving line reaches around the gymnasium. 

Center: An estimated 500+ veterans and their fami-

lies and Concho County citizens enjoy the famed 

BBQ lunch and patriotic fellowship in Millersview, 

Texas, Veterans Day, November 11, 2016.  

Photos by: Faith in a Flash Photography



Photo above: A full house at the 97th annual Millersview Veteran’s Day celebration. 

More than 500 community citizens, military veterans and their families watch as 70 

Vietnam War veterans are presented 50th Vietnam War Commemoration lapel pins 

by members of the EC-47 History Site Commemorative Partner Program committee.  

Photo above: The event guest speaker, Jeffrey Sorrell, (born and raised in Irving, Tex-

as) is the vice-commander, 17th Training Wing at Goodfellow Air Force Base.  Colo-

nel Sorrell is the principal assistant to the wing commander.  He oversees many 

groups and has had many assignments including the Pentagon, Korea, Saudi Arabia, 

Germany, Iraq and Guam. He was accompanied by Chaplain Bryan Fox, the Joint 

Service Color Guard, and the Patriotic Blue singers from Goodfellow.  He and all the 

military who had not been to a Millersview Veterans Day event were blown away by 

the patriotism and the size of the crowd. . .and gave the BBQ brisket a 5-star rating.  
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(Include Suite Number)

 (Include Area Code)

(Include Suite Number)

(Include Area Code)

(Include Suite Number)

 (Include Area Code)

 (Include Suite Number)

(Include Area Code)

(Include Suite Number)

 (Include Area Code)

The EC-47 History Site (www.ec47.com) 325 450-4476

4213 Green Meadow Drive San Angelo TEXAS 76904

Thomas G. Nurre info@ec47.com 325 450-4476

4213 Green Meadow Drive San Angelo TEXAS 76904

Joseph F. Martin, Jr. a292x1@gmail.com 602 820-7566

818 Hoosier Pass Prescott ARIZONA 86301

rggraha@hotmail.com 325 651-4236



(If applicable)

(Last, First)  (Include area code)

Sturm, Shannon Assistant Head of Special Collections
Angelo State University/WTC

shannon.sturm@angelo.edu
325 486-6555

Graham, Ronald (JJ) President, Heritage Chapter
Freedom Through Vigilance Assn.

rggraha@hotmail.com
325 651-4236

Lamberson, Christine Assistant Professor, Dept. of History
Angelo State University

christine.lamberson@angelo.edu
325 942-2227

Wongsrichanalai, Kanisorn Assistant Professor, Dept. of History
Angelo State University

k.wongsrichanalai@angelo.edu
325 942-2157

Muckelroy, John President, VFW Post 1815
Tom Green County

jdmham@gmail.com
325 227-9698

Tom Bright President, San Angelo
Vietnam Veterans Association

tombright3@yahoo.com
325 655-2424

Cuenco, Edwin Assistant Professor, Dept. of Visual
and Performing Arts, ASU

edwin.cuenco@angelo.edu
325 486-6019

Stansbury, Chris Secretary, B.P.O.E.
Elks USA, San Angelo

chris.stansbury@suddenlink.net
325 374-4443

Keith Perrine President
Downtown Lions Club

keith.perrine@hotmail.com
325 656-3252

Nurre, Tom Jr. News & Information Specialist
Angelo State University

tom.nurre@angelo.edu
325 942-2248

Gary Glover Professor of Aerospace Studies
ASU AF ROTC Detachment 847

afrotc847@angelo.edu
325 942-2143

Miller, Lawrence J. Vietnamese Linguists - Doggers
Major, USAF, Ret

lpmiller668@yahoo.com
325 617-4591

Jerry Wilson Secretary/Treasurer
East Angelo Lions Club

jerrymarywilson@suddenlink.net
325 234-7662

Peggy Arnold President
San Angelo Chamber of Commerce

peggy@sanangelo.org
325 655-4136

Laura Serrano Chairman, All Veterans Council of
Tom Green County, Texas

laura.serrano@tvc.texas.gov
325 659-6560

George "Ike" Eichelberger President
Rocky Mountain Chapter - FTVA

g.eichelberger08@yahoo.com
719 650-8929

Susan Williams Director, Angelo State University
Affiliated Military & Veterans Srvcs.

susan.williams@angelo.edu
325 486-6684

Beth Grounds
Director, Millersview Community
Annual Veterans Day Ceremony

grounds@centex.net
325 483-5430
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