
VIETNAM WAR COMMEMORATION 

AFTER-ACTION REPORT 

DD FORM 2957, FEB 2015

INSTRUCTIONS

Please file an After-Action Report no later than 30 days after your event is complete.  Your information will help other organizations in 
their planning of commemorative events.  We encourage you to share your photos and articles of the events on the Commemorative 
Partner Portal on our Commemoration website to show other Vietnam veterans from around the United States how you recognized 
their service to our country. Submit reports using one of the following four preferred methods:

1. Through the Commemorative Partner Portal online: http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/partners/login (preferred)

2. Email to:  WHS.VNWar50th_CPP_EVENTS@mail.mil

3. Fax to:  703-692-4691

4. U.S. Mail to:   The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration

 Attn:  Events Team Chief 

 1101 Wilson Blvd., Suite 810 

 Arlington, VA 22209 

FOR EACH EVENT, PLEASE SUPPLY THE FOLLOWING:

1. NAME OF ORGANIZATION: 2. NAME OF EVENT:

3. ADDRESS OF ORGANIZATION:

4. LOCATION OF EVENT (Site name; e.g., The Pentagon)

7. ACTUAL ATTENDANCE 8. HOW MANY VIETNAM VETERANS WERE
PRESENT?

9. HOW MANY VIETNAM VETERAN FAMILY
MEMBERS WERE PRESENT?

10. SUMMARY:  (Include the following information and anything else you would want other Commemorative Partners to know, such as:  Was your
event a success?  How were your objectives fulfilled?  Were there any issues that came up?  Any media coverage?  List any helpful suggestions
or changes for future and lessons learned.  Attach additional pages as necessary.)

OMB No. 0704-0499 

OMB approval expires 

Jul 31, 2016

Adobe Designer 9.0

The public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering 
and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing the burden, to the Department of Defense, Washington Headquarters Services, Executive Services Directorate, Directives Division, 4800 Mark Center Drive, 
Alexandria, VA 22350-3100 (0704-0499).  Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to any penalty for failing to comply with a collection 
of information if it does not display a currently valid OMB control number. 

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR FORM TO THE ABOVE ORGANIZATION.  RETURN COMPLETED FORM AS DIRECTED IN THE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW.

c. STATE: d. ZIP CODE:b. CITY:a. STREET ADDRESS:

5. START DATE OF EVENT
(DDMMYYYY):

6. END DATE OF EVENT
(DDMMYYYY):

11. MATERIALS ACTUALLY USED: (For each category of materials below, subtract the amount remaining from what was sent to you.)

(1) ITEM NOMENCLATURE (2) QUANTITY(1) ITEM NOMENCLATURE(2) QUANTITY

Brochures

Tin Pin:  Eagle

Tin Pin:  Vietnam Veterans

Bumper Stickers

Tin Pin:  Seal

Stickers:  Eagle

Stickers:  Flag

Stickers:  Seal

Presidential Proclamations

Other:

PREVIOUS EDITION IS OBSOLETE.

Congressional Ceremony & Vietnam Display Closing CeremonyThe EC-47 History Site

Goodfellow AFB & Angelo State University
San Angelo, Texas

100 38 36

This was a follow-up event to the July 8th live streaming of the Congressional Ceremony. Vietnam veterans that had participated in the Angelo 
State University, West Texas Collection, 'Vietnam: Through the Lens' display project, were invited back to a special tour of the Vietnam War-era 
EC-47 aircraft and history exhibit at Goodfellow AFB. The university completed the media releases, collected RSVP information, and provided 
bus transportation for the round trip travel to the air base. Arrangements were also made for other veterans that provided their own transportation 
to get access to the air base without delay. The Goodfellow AFB Commemorative Partner representatives met all participants at the display 
location and made welcoming comments prior to the tours. A group photo was taken in front of the EC-47 aircraft display. The Goodfellow AFB 
CP is preparing a separate After Action Report for this portion of the two-part event.
The university program started at 7:30 pm and included a welcome and opening remarks by The EC-47 History Site CP chairman. Video clips from 
the July 8, 2015 Congressional Ceremony were projected on a large screen in the Nasworthy Suite to 100 attendees. Immediately following the 
videos, the CP chairman called forward the Vietnam War-era veterans to be presented lapel pins by CP committee members from these 
organizations: Angelo State University, West Texas Collection; Heritage Chapter - Freedom Through Vigilance Association; The Military Affairs 
Committee, San Angelo Chamber of Commerce; Elks Lodge 1880, and The EC-47 History Site. The Mayor of San Angelo attended and presented 
copies of the project kick-off Commemoration Proclamation he had signed in November 2014. The Mayor is a Vietnam War-era veteran, and the 
Military Affairs Committee representative presented him a lapel pin as well. Following the lapel pin presentations, the university Vice President of 
Student Affairs and Enrollment Management made special remarks thanking all the veterans for their courage and service to country. He also 
praised them for their willingness to share their photos and documents, and to sit for oral history interviews as principal players in the Vietnam: 
Through the Lens display project. Following his closing comments, all attendees enjoyed finger foods and refreshments in the display area as they 
reviewed the exhibits and spoke with the veteran participants before the official closing at 9 pm. This was a cost-free event for all attendees.
It was a wonderful, successful event. The veterans, their families, the military hosts at Goodfellow AFB, all of the CP committee organization 
representatives, and the Angelo State University West Texas Collection staff were excited about the warmth and sense of community unity that 
resulted from these combined events.
The local media provide coverage before and after this event. See attached.
We expended all of our materials inventory except for lapel pins.

4213 Green Meadow Drive San Angelo Texas 76904
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   Date: August 14, 2015 

    Time: 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.  

Purpose:  To thank & honor the living Vietnam veterans  in San Angelo, Tom Green 

County and the surrounding Concho Valley region.   Attending veterans will be treated 

to a tour and group photo at the Vietnam War EC-47 electronic combat aircraft display 

at Goodfellow AFB.  At Angelo State University, there will be a video of the Congres-

sional Ceremony originally telecast in early July 2015.  The West Texas Collection will 

conclude this event with closing remarks for the Vietnam: Through the Lens display 

followed by a reception for the Vietnam veterans and their families and guests.  
 

The EC-47 History Site and these Commemorative Partners Committee members are not a part of, or endorsed by, the Department of Defense 

Vietnam: Through the Lens 
& 

Vietnam Veterans Pinning        
Ceremony 

http://www.ec47.com/index.php


 

 

The EC-47 History Site is not a part of, or endorsed by, 

the Department of Defense 

 

 
www.ec47.com 

FMI: Tom Nurre or Joe Martin - info@ec47.com 





The Heritage Chapter of the Freedom Through Vigilance Association fosters a 
continued local awareness of the mission and accomplishments of the United 
States Air Force Security Service and its successor organizations.  Heritage 
Chapter members have been key players in commemorating Vietnam veter-
ans previously trained at or assigned to Goodfellow AFB, especially those in 
the EC-47 airborne radio direction finding program.  
 

http://www.ftva.org/chapters/heritage/index.html 

FMI: CMSgt (Ret) JJ Graham, rggraha@hotmail.com, 325 651-4236 

THE FREEDOM THROUGH VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION 

The Freedom Through Vigilance Association (FTVA) is a private, non-profit 
corporation dedicated to the support and perpetuation of the objectives of the 
U.S. Air Force and USAF Security Service and its successor organizations. 

The EC-47 History Site and the Heritage 

Chapter are not a part of, or endorsed by, the 

Department of Defense 



War Stories: West Texans and the Experience of War, World War I to the Pre-

sent, sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Depart-

ment of History at Angelo State University, seeks to collect, digitize, preserve, 

share, and analyze stories of service from veterans and their loved ones. 

 

www.angelo.edu/dept/history/ 

FMI: Contact the History Department Staff at 325-942-2324 

THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

The EC-47 History Site and the Department of 

History are not a part of, or endorsed by, the 

Department of Defense 



To thank and honor Vietnam veterans in the region and to preserve their stories, 

the West Texas Collection, in collaboration with the ASU Honors Program, has 

collected oral histories, digitized photos and other service related memorabil-

ia.  A display of the collected material, “Vietnam:  Through the Lens,” is currently 

available for viewing, and interviews and digitization are ongoing.   

 

www.angelo.edu/services/library/wtcoll/ 

FMI: Contact the WTC Staff at 325-942-2164 

The EC-47 History Site and the West Texas 

Collection are not a part of, or endorsed by, 

the Department of Defense 





Honoring and giving thanks to a generation of 

proud Americans. . . 

The Vietnam War era Veterans 

Thank you - Welcome Home 
 

The EC-47 History Site and the  Elks Lodge are not a part 

of, or endorsed by, the Department of Defense. 

Elks Lodge #1880  

2121 S Chadbourne Street 

 San Angelo, TX 76903. 

                        (325) 227-6920 

http://www.elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?lodge=1880 
 

Elks Care - Elks Share! 











Presenting lapel pins at August 14, 2015 event:  (L-R) Suzanne Campbell, Director of West Texas Collection; Carol Ann 

Bonds, Chairperson, San Angelo Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs Committee; JJ Graham, President, Heritage 

Chapter—FTVA; Vietnam War Veteran, Robert Schoff; Gary Jackson, Exalted Ruler, ELKS Lodge 1880.                    

Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 

The EC-47 History Site Commemorative Partner Certificate with Vietnam War Veterans lapel pins - August 14, 2015 

Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 



L-R: Douglas Denton and Jim Debenport: Vietnam War veterans honored at the Angelo State University commemoration ceremony 

held on August 14, 2015.   Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 

Vietnam War veterans pose for this group photograph after receiving commemoration lapel pins and City of San Angelo 

proclamation at the August 14, 2014 commemoration ceremony at Angelo State University.  L-R: Joe Arzate, Harvey 

Turnbow, Tom Bye, Linda Knightstep, Domingo Luna, Johnny Coats. Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 



L-R:  West Texas Collection Assistant Director, Shannon Sturm, presents Vietnam War Veteran lapel pin to Colonel 

(Retired) John Nikolauk during the commemoration ceremony held at Angelo State University on August 14, 2015.     

Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 



L-R:  Vietnam War veteran Don Goff with San Angelo Mayor Dwain Morrison at the commemoration ceremony held at 

Angelo State University on August 14, 2015.  Mayor Morrison presented Goff with the City proclamation.                     

Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 

L-R:  Vietnam War veterans Colonel (R) John Nikolauk, Dr. Robert Legrande, and Mr. Joe Cornelison were presented 

lapel pins and the City proclamation during a ceremony held at Angelo State University on August 14, 2015.               

Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 



L-R:  Mayor of San Angelo and Vietnam War veteran, Dwain Morrison, is presented the Vietnam War Veterans lapel pin 

by San Angelo Chamber of Commerce, Military Affairs Committee Chairperson, Carol Ann Bonds.  Tom Nurre, EC-47 

History Site Chairperson, emceed the commemoration ceremony held at Angelo State University on August 14, 2015. 

Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 

L-R:  Vietnam War veteran Mr. Gary Taylor and Mrs. Pat Taylor proudly display the commemoration proclamation pre-

sented by the San Angelo mayor during a ceremony held at Angelo State University on August 14, 2015.                    

Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 



Vietnam War veterans and family members complete one last viewing of the West Texas Collection Vietnam: Through 

the Lens Display during the closing ceremony and Vietnam War Commemoration reception held at Angelo State Univer-

sity on august 14, 2015.  Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 

Maynard Schwertner, VFW Post 9196, a participant in the  West Texas Collection Vietnam: Through the Lens Display 

project, displays the Mayor’s proclamation that he received at the Angelo State University ceremony on August 14, 2015 

Photo by: Danny Meyer, ASU Photographer 



5:16 PM, Aug 8, 2015
concho valley (/topic/concho+valley) | education (/topic/education) | local news (/topic/local+news)

SAN ANGELO, Texas - Staff report

Angelo State University's West Texas Collection will host a two-part closing reception for the

"Vietnam: Through the Lens" exhibit on Friday.

The first part of the reception will be a 6 p.m. tour of the Airborne Radio Direction Finding History

Exhibit and the EC-47 aircraft on display at the Norma Brown Headquarters Building at Goodfellow

Air Force Base, 351 Kearney Blvd.

A bus will leave the Houston Harte University Center, 1901 Rosemont Drive, at 5:30 p.m. for the

tour. Participants can also take their own vehicles.

The second part of the program will be at 7:30 p.m. at the WTC Gallery on the second floor of the

ASU Houston Harte University Center. All participating Vietnam veterans will be recognized.

Refreshments will be served.

Both events are free and open to the public.

To make a reservation for the tour, call 325-942-2164.

Copyright 2015 Journal Media Group. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

ASU to host Vietnam exhibit closing reception - San Angelo Standard Times http://www.gosanangelo.com/news/local-news/asu-to-host-vietnam-exhib...

1 of 1 8/10/2015 12:32 PM



Please join us for the closing of the 

West Texas Collection Exhibit: 

Vietnam:  Through the Lens
and a     

Vietnam War Commemoration 

Recognition Ceremony  

Activities will begin with an RSVP only tour of the 

EC-47 aircraft and history display hosted by 

Goodfellow Air Force Base (GAFB) and conclude 

with a Vietnam War veterans’ recognition ceremony, 

closing remarks, and a reception in the West Texas 

Collection Gallery on the ASU campus.  A bus will be 

available to transport participants to GAFB but space 

is limited so please RSVP as soon as possible.  RSVP 

is also required for those wishing to take their own 

vehicle to the base. 

When:  August 14, 2015 

Evening Agenda: 

    5:30 p.m. - Bus leaves Houston Harte University 

Center parking lot (1910 Rosemont Dr.) 

      6:00 p.m. – EC-47 aircraft and ARDF display tour 

begins at Goodfellow Air Force Base 

7:30 p.m. - West Texas Collection recognition 

ceremony, exhibit closing and reception in the  

West Texas Collection Gallery 

2
nd

 Floor, Houston Harte University Center 

FMI or to RSPV:  

West Texas Collection 

325-942-2164 

Please RSVP no later than August 9 



Contact Info:

West Texas Collection

325-942-2164

The ASU West Texas Collection will host a reception on Friday, Aug. 14, to

mark the closing of the “Vietnam: Though the Lens” exhibit that opened last

November in the Houston Harte University Center.

The reception will be a two-part program that is open free to the public, and attendees may

participate in one or both of the activities. 

The first part of the program will begin at 5:30 p.m. when an ASU bus will transport attendees

from the University Center to Goodfellow Air Force Base for a 6 p.m. tour of the Airborne

Radio Direction Finding (ARDF) History Exhibit and the EC-47 aircraft on static display at the

Norma Brown Headquarters Building. 

To be eligible to enter Goodfellow AFB for the tour, participants over the age of 16 who

do not have a military ID or military-related civilian ID must RSVP in advance to the

West Texas Collection (WTC) by Tuesday, Aug. 11. They will be asked to provide their full

name, date of birth, and driver’s license number and state of issuance. They will then be able

to enter the base through the south gate off Chadbourne Street by showing their driver’s

license or other photo ID at the gate. This process must be completed, regardless of whether

they intend to ride the ASU bus or take a private vehicle to the tour location. Drivers of private

vehicles must also show proof of insurance. 

The second part of the program will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the WTC Gallery on the

second floor of the ASU University Center. All Vietnam veterans in attendance will be

recognized, and a reception and refreshments will follow. This will be the final opportunity to

view the “Vietnam: Through the Lens” exhibit, which includes the photos, documents and

other memorabilia of more than 50 local Vietnam veterans. 

The closing reception has been recognized as an official event in the national U.S.A. Vietnam

War Commemoration initiative, and the WTC and Goodfellow AFB are hosting as members

of official Commemorative Partnerships. 

While the “Vietnam: Through the Lens” exhibit will close on Aug. 14, WTC staff will continue

to conduct interviews and collect photos and memorabilia from interested veterans.

For more information and/or to RSVP for the tour at Goodfellow AFB, call the WTC at

325-942-2164.  

Dr. Ralph R. Chase West Texas Collection

Add to my calendar

Edit this event

August 14, 2015

Today is August 18, 2015 Day Week Month All Events

Events Calendar / August 14, 2015 http://www.angelo.edu/calendar/#event_id/31161/view/event

1 of 1 8/18/2015 12:56 AM



San Angelo Standard Times 08/14/2015

Copyright © 2015 Journal Media Group 08/14/2015 August 16, 2015 6:40 am (GMT +5:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA

Countdown to kickoff

For homedelivery, call
325-659-8300 103 /̊75˚

A stray p.m.
thunderstorm

10A

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 2015 $1.00gosanangelo.com

INDEX

BUSINESS7B
COMICS7C
CLASSIFIEDS 1C-5C
LOTTERY2B

OBITUARIES2A
PUZZLES6C
TV8C
WEATHER 10A

Goodmorning to theMickey
RathbonehouseholdofSan
Angelo. Thankyou for loyally
reading theStandard-Times.

SERV ING SAN ANGELO AND WEST TEXAS S INCE 1 884

There are 14 days till high
school football season

begins. See today’s profile
of the Menard Yellow

Jackets.
Sports, 1B

ByStephenOhlemacher
Associated Press

WASHINGTON—SocialSecu-
rity turns80onFriday, and
the massive retirement
and disability program is
showing its age.
Social Security’s dis-

ability fund is projected to
run dry next year. The re-
tirement fund has enough
money to pay full ben-
efits until 2035. But once
the fund is depleted, the
shortfalls are projected to
be enormous.
The stakes are huge:

Nearly 60million retirees,
disabledworkers, spouses
and children get monthly
Social Security payments,
and that number that is
projected to grow to 90
million over the next two
decades.
And the timing is bad:

Social Security faces these
problemsas feweremploy-
ers are offering traditional
pensions, forcing older
workers to think hard
about how theywill afford
retirement.
“This is aprogramthat’s

been immensely popular
since it began,” saidNancy

LeaMond, executive vice
president of AARP. “In-
creasingly, people recog-
nize that saving for retire-
ment is becoming harder
and harder, and Social Se-
curity is becoming even
more important.”
President Franklin

Delano Roosevelt signed
the Social Security Act
on Aug. 14, 1935. Here are
things to know about the
federal government’s larg-
est program on its 80th
birthday:

WHY ISSOCIAL
SECURITYATRISK?
Social Security’s long-

term financial problems
are largely a result of de-
mographic changes. Every
day, about 10,000people in
theU.S. turn 65. These are
the baby boomers.
Typical boomers, how-

ever, didn’t have as many
children as their parents
did. As a result, relatively
fewer workers are left to
pay the payroll taxes that
support Social Security.
In 1960, thereweremore

thanfiveworkers for every
person receiving Social
Security. Today there are
fewer than three. In 20
years, there will be about
twoworkers for everyper-
son getting benefits.

SocialSecurity
showsitsage
■ Without fix,
funds deplete
in 20 years

SeeSOCIALSECURITY,4A

IFYOUGO
What: Closing reception
for “Vietnam: Though the
Lens” exhibit
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday
Where: Second floor
of the Houston Harte
University Center, 1910
Rosemont Drive
Cost: Free
What else: Hosted by the
West Texas Collection
Contact: 325-942-2164

JENNIFER RIOS/STANDARD-TIMES FILE

Gabe Marshall talks to his grandson Colin at a VietnamWar exhibit at Goodfellow Air Force Base in 2014. After a tour of that ex-
hibit, which already is closed to registrants, a closing reception is set for Angelo State University’s “Vietnam: Through the Lens”
exhibit.

ByAndrewAtterbury
andrew.atterbury@gosanangelo.com
325-659-8381 /@STatterbury

Linda Knightstep and her crew
with the Army Nurse Corps were in
the path of rebels flooding from Cam-
bodia toward Saigon during the Tet
Offensive.

Stationed in Cu Chi, Vietnam,
Knightstepwas at the center of the ac-
tion in 1968, when for a week straight,
from 200 to 300 wounded soldiers
were rushed to the nurses’ care.

“The scene, you can’t begin to
imagine— 200 bodies under the sun,”
Knightstep said. “You’re going from
man to man to man trying to keep
them alive.”

Knightstep is one of more than
60 local veterans whose service

Vietnamshowcloses

ByScottMcFetridge
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — Food
banks across the country
are seeing a risingdemand
for free groceries despite
the growing economy,
leading some charities to
reduce the amount of food

they offer each family.
U.S. food banks are ex-

pected to give away about
4 billion pounds of food
this year, more than dou-
ble the amount provided
a decade ago, according
to Feeding America, the

MoreAmericans relyon foodbanks
■ Workers see lowwages, fewer raises

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SeeFOODBANKS,4A

RIGHT: Volunteer Peggy Bragg, of Des Moines, Iowa, unloads
donated baked goods in January at the Des Moines Area Reli-
gious Council food pantry in Des Moines, Iowa.

■ Veterans to be
recognized Friday

SeeEXHIBIT,4A

Insurance sign-ups
continue to roll in
AccordingtotheHealthandHuman

ServicesDepartment, nearly amillion
new customers have signed up for
health insurance under President
Barack Obama’s law even after the
official enrollment season ended.

The share of uninsured Americans
has fallen below 10 percent, and the
growingnumberof insuredAmericans
under the 5-year-old law could make
it more difficult for Republicans to
repeal the legislation. See 10C

HONORINGYOUNGLEADERS
TheStandard-Times is seekingnominations for20Under40,
recognizingthebrightest leadersof tomorrow.Makeyour

nominationatgosanangelo.com/20-40.

GETYOURGROOVEON
AngeloCivic Theatre gets its newseason shaking

withproductionof ‘Footloose.’
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Americans are also living longer.
In 1940, someone who was 65 could
be expected to live about 14 more
years, on average. Today, they can
expect to live an additional 20 years,
on average.

BENEFITS
Last year, Social Security paid

benefits of nearly $850 billion —
about a quarter of all federal spend-
ing.Theaveragemonthlypayment is
$1,221. That comes to about $14,700
a year.
Formost retirees, Social Security

accounts for the majority of their
income, according to the Social Se-
curity Administration.

WHATHAPPENS IN2016?
Thetrust fundthat supportsSocial

Security’s disability program is pro-
jectedtorundryinlate2016—right in
themiddleofthepresidentialelection.
If Congress allows that to happen, it
will trigger an automatic 19 percent
cut inbenefits to the 11millionpeople
whoreceiveSocialSecuritydisability.
Lawmakers could redirect tax rev-

enuefromSocialSecurity’smuchbig-
ger retirement program, as they have
done in the past.
If the tax revenuewere redirected,

the retirement fund would lose one
year of solvency, so both the retire-
ment programand thedisability pro-
gram would have enough money to
pay full benefits until 2034. At that
point, Social Security would collect
enough in taxes to pay 79 percent of
benefits.

Republicans are balking at the fix.
They see the funding crisis as an op-
portunity to improveadisabilitypro-
gram that they believe is plagued by
waste and abuse.
“Social Security retirement funds

have been raided far too many times
for far toomanyyears,” saidRep.Tom
Reed, R-N.Y.
Reed sponsored a rule adopted by

House Republicans that would pre-
vent the House from redirecting the
tax revenuewithoutmaking changes
to improvetheoverallfinancialhealth
of Social Security.
Democratsaremuchmoreeager to

defend thedisabilityprogram,noting
that itsmodestbenefitskeepmillions
ofdisabledworkersandtheir families
out of poverty.
“The issue iswhether you’re going

to cut services andbenefits toAmeri-
canswhopaid for thembysaying that
the Social Security program doesn’t
have the money, when in fact it has
nearly $3 trillion,” said Rep. Xavier
Becerra, D-Calif. “It manufactures a
crisis.”
Becerra has introduced a bill that

would merge Social Security’s trust
funds.

HOWBIG ISTHE
LONG-TERMPROBLEM?
Thenumbers are beyondcompre-

hension.
Social Securityuses a 75-yearwin-

dow to forecast its finances, so the
projectionscover the life expectancy
of everyworker paying into the sys-
tem. Over the next 75 years, Social
Security is projected to pay out $159
trillion more in benefits than it will
collect in taxes, according to agency
data.
That’s not a typo.

Adjusted for inflation, the short-
fall comes to $35.3 trillion in 2015
dollars. That’s nearly twice the na-
tional debt, which took the entire
federal government 239 years to ac-
cumulate.

DIDCONGRESSALREADY
SPENDTHETRUSTFUNDS?
Yes. For much of the past three

decades, Social Security produced
big surpluses, collecting more in
taxes than it paid in benefits. So-
cial Security invested those sur-
pluses in special U.S. Treasury
bonds, which are backed by the
full faith and credit of the U.S.
government.
They are now valued at $2.8 tril-

lion.
But as Social Security was gen-

erating surpluses, the rest of the
federal government was running
deficits, for all but a few years
around the turn of the century.
To finance deficit spending,

the Treasury borrowed from the
public and from other federal pro-
grams, including Social Security.

DIDN’TCONGRESSFIXSOCIAL
SECURITYUNDERREAGAN?
Yes. Social Security was on the

brink of insolvency in the early
1980swhenCongress and President
Ronald Reagan agreed to gradu-
ally increase payroll taxes and to
reduce benefits, in part by gradually
raising the retirement age. Those
changes didn’t permanently fix
Social Security, but they provided
enough revenue to pay full benefits
for about 50 years.
In today’s political climate, an-

other feat like that would be his-
toric.

SOCIAL SECURITY
from 1A

nation’sprimary foodbank
network.
The group gave away

3.8 billion pounds in 2013.
While reliance on food

banks exploded when the
economy tanked in 2008,
groups said demand con-
tinues to rise year after
year, leaving them scram-
bling to findmore food.
“We get lines of peo-

ple every day, starting at
6:30 in the morning,” said
Sheila Moore, who over-
sees food distribution at
The Storehouse, the larg-
est pantry in Albuquer-
que,NewMexico, and one
where food distribution
has climbed 15 percent in
the past year.
Across the country in

Gloucester, Massachu-
setts, TheOpenDoor food
pantry has given away 7.6
percent more food this
summer than last, Execu-
tive Director Julie LaFon-
taine said.
“There’s always a real

hustle and bustle,” she
said. “People coming and
going.”
James Ziliak, who

founded the Center for
Poverty Research at the
University of Kentucky,
said the increased de-
mand is surprising since
the economy is growing
and unemployment has
dropped from 10 percent
during the recession to 5.3
percent last month.
However, many people

who have found jobs are
working part-time or for
low wages, and others
have stopped looking for
work.
“People who have low-

wage jobs who aren’t re-
ceiving regular raises are
finding those earnings
stretched thin,”Ziliak said.
The drop in food stamp

rolls by nearly 2.5 million
people from recession lev-
els could be contributing
to the food bank demand,
he said, because people
who no longer qualify for
government aid may still
not earn enough to pay
their bills.
According to the U.S.

Labor Department, wages
and salaries rose 0.2 per-
cent in the second quarter
of the year.
Feeding America

spokesman Ross Fraser
said a recent study by his
organization estimated
that 46 million people

sought food assistance at
least once in 2014.
FeedingAmerica,which

coordinates large fooddo-
nations for 199 food banks
nationwide, has seen do-
nations of food and mon-
ey to the Chicago-based
organization climb from
$598 million in 2008 to
$2.1 billion in 2014.
The group coordinates

donations from larger
retailers, like Walmart,
while local foodbanksalso
seek food from smaller
businessesandbuygrocer-
ies with donatedmoney.
Lisa Hamler-Fugitt,

executive director of the
Ohio Association of Food
Banks, who has been
working in food charities
since the 1980s, said that
when earlier economic
downturns ended, food
demand declined, but not
this time.
“People keep coming

earlier and earlier, they’re
standing in line, hoping
they’ll get there before the
food runs out,” Hamler-
Fugitt said.
In Iowa, two years of

20 percent increases in
demand forced the Des
Moines Area Religious
Council Food Pantry Net-
work on Aug. 1 to reduce
the food given out at its 12
pantries from a four-day
supply to three.
The council’s executive

director, the Rev. Sarai
Schnucker Rice, said Io-
wa’s low unemployment
rate, at 3.7 percent, hasn’t
made a difference.
“The economy is really

not getting better for low-
incomepeople,” Rice said.
That includes Peggy

Bragg, 56, of Des Moines,
who has been out of work
for months. Bragg, who
lives with her daughter,
said the pantry bridges
thegap for fourorfivedays
permonthwhennomoney
is left for food.
“Youhave to choose be-

tween food and bills,” she
said.
Demand is growing

even in areas with boom-
ing economies, such as
Austin.
Hank Perrett, president

and chief executive officer
of the Capital Area Food
Bank of Texas, said the in-
flux of new residents has
been part of the problem,
pushinguphousingprices.
Low-skill jobs often pay
$10 an hour or less.
“It’s impossible to live

thatway inAustin,Texas,”
said Perrett.
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Volunteer Sheryl Septer carries donated baked goods at the
Des Moines Area Religious Council food pantry in January in
Des Moines, Iowa.

memorabilia is part of
“Vietnam: Through the
Lens,” an exhibit put on by
theWest Texas Collection
atAngelo StateUniversity.
Her boonie hat, medals
and letter of commenda-
tion are on display for only
one more day as the WTC
staff prepares for their
next display.
Before the exhibit is

gone, though, the WTC is
hosting a closing recep-
tion at 7:30 p.m. Friday in
theHoustonHarteUniver-
sityCenter, 1910Rosemont
Drive. The exhibit opened
in November.
Vietnam veterans in

attendance will be rec-
ognized, and a reception
and refreshments will fol-
low. The event has been

recognized as an official
part of the national U.S.A.
Vietnam War Commemo-
ration initiative, and the
WTC and Goodfellow Air
Force Base are hosting as
members of official Com-
memorative Partnerships,
according to an ASU news
release.
LastmonthASU invited

local veterans to campus
for a screening of an of-
ficial U.S. Congressional
ceremony thanking and
honoring the 7.2 million
living Vietnam veterans
and the 9 million families
of those who served. At-
tending veterans received
a special lapel pin, as will
those who are present Fri-
day.
T h e t u r n o u t f o r

“Through the Lens” has
been astounding, sa id
WTC Director Suzanne
Campbell.

“Family members have
been thrilled because they
found out more about the
people who have served,”
Campbell said. “It’s been a
great exhibit. I hate to take
it down.”
Together with the ASU

History Department, the
WTC interviewed and col-
lected photos and trinkets
from local veterans will-
ing to share their stories.
Photos were scanned and
digitized, now part of the
collection permanently
for anyone to peruse —
even after the display is
taken down. Some of the
memorabilia was donated
and will also be available
for public viewing.
To many veterans, tak-

ing part in the exhibit
meant a lot, said Shannon
Sturm, an archivist with
WTC.
“You see the recogni-

tions happening nation-
wide, butwe have veterans
locallywho need to be rec-
ognized,” Sturm said.
After the war Vietnam

veterans didn’t do much
talking about it unless
they were with other vets,
and even then they remain
guarded, Knightstep said.
The dozens of veterans

she spoke to through the
exhibit said it was a heal-
ing time for them, Knight-
step said. They began to
talk about their feelings
and howwhat they experi-
enced changed their lives.
“It opened that secret

compartment you keep
hidden to yourself and al-
lowed them vent,” Knight-
step said.
Next up for the WTC

is a spread chronicling
downtownSanAngelo and
the role of historic preser-
vation, opening Oct. 13.
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WACO — Autopsy reports
for nine people killed in a
shootout involving bikers
and police in Waco were
released Thursday, nearly
threemonthsafter thecon-
frontationoutside theTwin
Peaks restaurant—but au-
thorities still have not said
who shotwhom.
The autopsies, released

by McLennan County Jus-
tice of the Peace Pete Pe-
terson, showedthatallnine
were killed by gunshots,
mirroringtheresultsofpre-
liminaryreportsreleasedin
May. Eighteen peoplewere
injured in the shootout.
WacoSgt. PatrickSwan-

ton declined to comment,
citing a gag order in the
criminal case of Matthew

Clendennen, oneof the 177
people arrested and jailed
after the May 17 shootout
on allegations of engag-
ing in organized criminal
activity. All but two of the
177havebeenreleased, and
no one has been formally
charged.
“I can’t make heads or

tails of these, but it’s not
surprising that Waco au-
thoritiesare less thanforth-
coming,” Clendennen’s at-
torney,ClintBroden,saidof
the autopsy reports.
Authorities say the May

17 shootout outside the
Twin Peaks restaurant
stemmed from an appar-
ent confrontation between
theBandidos,classifiedasa
gang by the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, and
theCossacks.
The autopsies showed

that at least fourof thenine
victims had illegal drugs
in their system when they
died, but offer no indica-
tion about whether the
nine were killed by other
bikers or by police. Federal

officials are also still con-
ducting a ballistics inves-
tigation.
A firearms examiner

would need physical evi-
dence, including bullets
and bullet casings, tomake

a determination about the
firearms used, said Ramit
Plushnick-Masti, a spokes-
woman for the Houston
Forensic Science Center,
whose office was not in-
volved in the case.

WACOSHOOTING

Autopsy results are released

ByTheAssociatedPress

FORT WORTH — A former
Texas millionaire who
was acquitted of gun-
ning down two people
in 1976 at his mansion is
being sued by one of the
victim’s family.
The children of the late

Stan Farr claim Cullen
Davis hasn’t paid toward
a 2003 judgment against
him stemming from
the case. Farr was the

live-in boyfriend of Da-
vis’ ex-wife, and he was
killed along with Davis’
12-year-old stepdaughter
in Fort Worth.
Davis, who was acquit-

ted of capital murder, was
the richest man in Amer-
ica at the time to be tried
on a murder charge, the
Fort Worth Star-Tele-
gram reported.
The 2003 judgment

came after Davis failed to
honor out-of-court settle-
ments in 1990 and 1993 to
pay the children.
Farr’s children, Jon

and Heather Farr, hope
to collect $250,000, plus
accrued interest. While

the lawsuit filed in Tar-
rant County civil court
Wednesday seeks no
more than $1 million, the
plaintiffs say Davis owes
$1.5 million to $2 million
when interest from the
original deal is added.
Messages seeking

comment from Davis
were left by the newspa-
per Wednesday.
Davis originally agreed

to pay the Farrs in a set-
tlement he reached with
their mother in February
1990.
Both children at the

time were minors, and
Davis had agreed to pay
them $125,000 each.

The agreement was
amended three years lat-
er in attempt to recover
some, if not all, of the
money. Davis was sup-
posed to have paid by
1997, but the Farrs said
two local law firms had
mismanaged their case
and failed to collect.
By 2002, when Davis

still hadn’t paid up, the
Farrs returned to state
district court. Davis’ de-
fense team had argued
the Farrs waited too long
to collect, but a judge
ruled in favor of the Farrs
a year later and declared
the judgment valid and
enforceable.

Cullen Davis again sued by deadman’s family

AUTOPSYRESULTS
The autopsies were performed by the Southwestern
Institute of Forensic Science in Dallas. The reports found
that:
■ Daniel Boyett, 44, was shot twice in the head
and once in the abdomen and had trace amounts of
methamphetamine in his system.
■ Wayne Lee Campbell, 43, died from a gunshot wound to
the head.
■ Richard Matthew Jordan, 31, suffered one gunshot
wound to the head and tested positive for marijuana on a
blood test.
■ Richard Vincent Kirschner Jr., 47, was shot three times,
and toxicology tests found traces of cocaine and alcohol.
■ Jacob Rhyne, 39, died of gunshot wounds to the neck
and abdomen.
■ Jesus Rodriguez, 65, died from gunshot wounds to the
head and trunk.
■ Manuel Rodriguez, 40, died of gunshot wounds to the
head and back.
■ Charles Wayne Russell, 46, was shot once in the chest
and tested positive for marijuana.
■ Matthew Smith, 27, was shot in the back and in the
abdomen.

■ They don’t
indicate who
shot each of 9

■ They say he
hasn’t paid on
2003 judgment

FREE EVENT!
FEATURING BOARD GAMES, RPGS,DEMOS,

WARHAMMER,MAGIC THE GATHERING,Yu-Gi-Oh,
COSPLAY,TOURNAMENTS*,Q & A WITH INDUSTRY

VIPS,MINIATURE PAINTING,KIDS’ACTIVITIES,
SHOPPING,AND MUCH MORE!

www.facebook.com/WestTexasTableTop

33 W BEAUREGARD, SAN ANGELO,TEXAS

AUGUST 15 & 16
VERSION 1.0

STEPHENS CENTRAL
LIBRARY,SAN ANGELO,TX
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CALLING ALL GAMERS!

3333 WW BBEAEAURUREGEGARARD,D, SSANAN AANGNGELELO,O,TTEXEXASA
* Entry fee for Warhammer and MTG tournaments.
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