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Twenty-three veterans were individually introduced and called forward to be presented the 
Commemoration lapel pin along with the EC-47 History Site Certificate of Appreciation and a packet of 
Commemoration materials (brochure, fact sheets, presidential proclamations, tin pins and bumper 
stickers). The presentations were made by the senior Air Force, Army and Navy commanders. Twelve 
surviving spouses were also introduced with a thumb-nail sketch of their deceased veteran spouses and 
their family dynamics. These widows were presented with the Blue Star lapel pin, Certificate of Honor, 
and the Commemoration packet of materials.  

The Wing commander delivered a localized version of the Commemoration provided speech. It was very 
well received and appreciated. Vietnam veteran Larry Miller, USAF Major retired Vietnamese linguist 
and incumbent City Council Member, made fitting comments about the changes in history over the past 
50 years, the role and sacrifices of spouses and family members during the Vietnam war, and a heartfelt 
recap of the release of the 591 POWs repatriated in the Spring of 1973.  

Many of the attendees also received engraved plastic Keepsake replicas of bronze plate inscriptions 
placed in the Weyandt-Eddy Memorial Plaza in tribute to their own service and the service of deceased 
spouses and/or family members. The final part of the Goodfellow AFB ceremony invited all attendees to 
view the more than 600 engraved plates in the plaza…and pose for pictures.  

Nearly 80 attendees enjoyed a catered buffet dinner and Welcome Home party at the Clarion Hotel 
Wednesday evening. The dining area was set up with the Missing Man Table and again with more than a 
dozen 3’x4’ posters filled with pictures and information about local community events that the Heritage 
Chapter and EC-47 History Site are involved with. Attendees participated in a raffle and silent auction of 
EC-47 models. The sound system and music were provided by American Legion Post 572.  

A great time was had by all attendees. We appreciate the great support from the Commemoration staff.   
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